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THE SEWER BOARD OF THE CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA HELD A 
MEETING IN THE 3RD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY 
BUILDING, NEW ALBANY, INDIANA ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2006 AT 
3:30 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Mayor James Garner, Vice Chairman Bill Utz, Mark Seabrook, 
Todd Solomon and Larry Kochert.   
 
OTHERS: Attorney Greg Fifer, Rob Sartell and Brian Dixon, EMC, Tina Haley, Sewer 
Billing Manager Kelly Welsh and City Clerk Marcey Wisman. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Garner called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
APPROVAL OR CORRECTION OF THE FOLLOWING MINUTES: 
 
Mr. Utz reported that he was not at the February 7th meeting. 
 
Mr. Seabrook moved to approve the sewer board minutes and executive session 
from February 7, 2006 with the above correction, Mr. Kochert second, all voted in 
favor. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS - PUBLIC: 
 
Susan Johnson, 826 Elmwood Avenue, asked the board for a copy of the letter sent 
from the EPA to the city. 
 
Mayor Garner stated that he would get her a copy. 
 
Ms. Johnson asked if a response has been sent yet and if so, she would like a copy of it 
as well.  She also asked if Cory Earl ever put together a summary of the stormwater 
committee. 
 
Mayor Garner gave the history of the reports turned in for Rule 13. 
 
Ms. Johnson asked if she could have a copy of anything they have. 
 
Mayor Garner stated that he has never seen anything from Cory Earl regarding the three 
person committee. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS - CITY OFFICIALS 
 
Mr. Seabrook asked for a short executive session after the next sewer board meeting to 
discuss EPA possible litigation. 

 
SEWER ADJUSTMENTS: 
 
Item #1 - Kelly Welsh re: sewer adjustment requests 
 
Kim Cline, Carriage House Apartments, explained that they have had a problem 
getting through IN-AWC customer service to get someone that could help them resolve 
this problem.  She reported that they have had plumbers out to check the problem and 
cannot find anything wrong. 
 
Ms. Dennison reported that they are here today to show in good faith that they are 
working on the problem because they did not want a lien put against the property.  They 
have also been paying $1,000.00 per meter per month so as not to get too far behind. 
 
Ms. Cline reported that they have taken pictures of the meters because they appear to be 
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temporary meters. 
 
Mr. Seabrook asked Mr. Fifer what their recourse can be. 
 
Ms. Cline stated that their next step if they do not get some resolution will be a law suit. 
 
Mr. Fifer recommended that if they file a lawsuit, they should name the city as a third 
party.  He informed them that this board has advised Ms. Welsh to hold up on a lien 
while they are working on this issue, but would like to see something resolved in 90 to 
180 days. 
 
Mr. Solomon asked how many residents are on account number 4189-4. 
 
Ms. Cline replied that there are 36 units on that account. 
 
Mr. Solomon also asked about account number 4187-8. 
 
Ms. Cline replied that there are 26 units on that account. 
 
Mayor Garner asked after making the two payments what is the remaining balance. 
 
Ms. Cline replied that it is $60,457.00. 
 
Mr. Seabrook asked her what she thought it should be. 
 
Ms. Cline replied that normal billing was usually about $1,000.00 per month. 
 
Mayor Garner asked them to keep the board informed on what is going on. 
 

1. Lynn Hesse, 3111 Koehler Place, requested adjustment in the amount of 
$226.44 due to a waterline leak.   

 
Ms. Welsh reported they had to replace their whole line. 

 
Mr. Seabrook moved to approve, Mr. Kochert second, all voted in favor. 

 
2. Joe and Diana Wilson, 3859 St. Joseph Rd., requested adjustment in the 

amount of $479.01 due to a waterline leak outside. 
 

Mr. Utz moved to approve, Mr. Kochert second, all voted in favor. 
 

3. New Albany Country club, 1702 Graybrook Lane, requested adjustment in 
the amount of $2,031.34 for pool filling.   

       
Ms. Welsh stated that they received an adjustment in the summer but they 
overlooked that the billing overlapped for the pool filling time. 

 
Mr. Seabrook asked if 47 isn’t a large number for January and asked that this be 
tabled.  He requested that someone come and explain to them why there is water 
being used on the meter in January. 

 
There was a lengthy discussion regarding the irregularities in the Country Club’s 
bills for this meter. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Item #1 - Kelly Welsh re: Janus Partners sewer adjustment 
 
Mr. Seabrook stated that he spoke with them and they would be willing to take it all in a 
credit. 
 
There was a lengthy discussion as to the amount of the credit.  It was decided that 
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Kelly would put something together with the exact number for two full years from 
January 25, 2005. 
 
Ms. Welsh stated that Silver Creek has informed them that Meijers has not been billed 
correctly since they have opened and they will be back billed for a total amount of 
$12,795.61. 
 
Mayor Garner stated that we still have not heard from IN-AWC regarding the problem 
with Appleby’s. 
 
Ms. Welsh reported that for the past two weeks she and April have been swamped with 
the Silver Creek Billing and she stated that there are things that they need to make the 
office run more smoothly. 
 
There was a lengthy discussion as to the problems the billing office has had since 
taking over the billing for Silver Creek including the numerous complaints 
regarding the double billing to bring them current. 
 
Mr. Fifer stated that the board may want to implement a leniency period for the 
payment. 
 
Mr. Utz made a motion to waive penalties until April 1st for the Silver Creek 
Customers, Mr. Solomon second, all voted in favor. 
 
Mr. Fifer stated that they should put a notice on the bill that states that late penalties will 
be assessed starting April 1st. 
 
Ms. Welsh stated that there was a problem with the surcharge not being put on the bills 
so they will have to put two $30.00 charges on the next bill. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Item #1 - Chad McCormick re: Rule 13 
 
Chad McCormick presented the board with a packet of information regarding level and 
cost of service, Stormwater Board Establishment, Ordinances and Resources and other 
various miscellaneous issues.  He went over the packet with the board and answered all 
questions that the board had.  Said packet is on file in the City Clerk’s office. 
 
Mr. Fifer will create two ordinances to create a Stormwater Board and one regarding IC 
8-1.5-5 and IC 36-9-23 and they can take it to the council and let them decide which they 
would like. 
 
There was a lengthy discussion regarding which set up the members felt was more 
appropriate. 
 
Mr. McCormick stated that the website has been coming along well and they will have 
all of the information on it within a month or so. 
 
Mr. Fifer asked if the $2.00 rate for the stormwater utility would run $48,000.00 short 
for the year. 
 
Mr. McCormick explained how that could break even. 
 
Mr. Seabrook brought up the point that it doesn’t allow for any drainage issues that may 
come up. 
 
Item #2 - Rob Sartell re: Bilbery Tort 
 
Mr. Sartell reported that they did not have insurance coverage and they received an 
estimate for the floor covering and he asked Mr. Gibson if he wanted the check to go to 
the Bilbery’s or to Flooring Concepts. 
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Mr. Seabrook asked if they could make the check out to both the Bilbery’s and to 
Flooring Concepts. 
 
Mr. Solomon asked what the total was for the claim. 
 
Mr. Sartell reported that the clean up is $1,552.66 and the rest for the carpet would be 
$1,354.68. 
 
Mr. Seabrook moved to approve, Mr. Solomon second, all voted in favor. 
 
Mr. Fifer stated that since the project is completed, he believes that people should be 
encouraged to purchase the rider on the insurance because the city should not be the 
guarantor on the sewer lines. 
 
Representative from American Environmental requested permission for their 
remediation plan for their gas station property at the corner of Grantline and Beechwood. 
 
Mr. Fifer suggested that Brian Dixon take a look at this and get back with the board. 
 
EMC REPORT:  
     
CLAIMS: 
 
Mr. Dixon presented the following claims:  
 

1. H. Fontaine for valves and gates $21,703.00 and $4,250.00 credit for 
modifications that were refused so the total invoice is $17,453.00. 

 
Mr. Solomon motioned to approve, Mr. Kochert second, all voted in favor. 
 

2.       Donahue - $375.00 for work performed by Steve Gress. 
 

Mr. Solomon motioned to approve, Mr. Utz second, all voted in favor. 
 

3. Melhiser, Endres & Tucker for services thru 01/11/06 - $2,475.00 
 
Mr. Seabrook moved to approve, Mr. Solomon second, all voted in favor. 
 
Mr. Seabrook asked that Mr. Fifer be at the next council meeting to answer questions 
regarding a rate study. 
 
Mr. Solomon asked if Navigator is proceeding with ADM. 
 
Mr. Fifer stated that he met with them last week and feels good about where they are on 
the case. 
 
Mr. Solomon asked if the board would receive a report from them. 
 
Mr. Fifer stated that he did ask them to set up a meeting for the board to hear their 
assessment prior to moving forward. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 
There being no further business before the Sewer Board, the meeting adjourned at 5:22 
p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_______________________________ ________________________________ 
Mayor James Garner, Chairman  Marcey Wisman, City Clerk 
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